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Methods North West Methods Labs 2025-26 Application Form

Methods Labs offer opportunities for researchers adopting social science and humanities research methods and approaches to come together to work intensively for a concentrated period of time around particular methods or methodologies. Normally running for half or full days, Methods Labs formats are flexible.
Methods Labs may be closer to traditional seminars, workshops or master classes but in recent years have also taken more creative forms (e.g. hackathons, data fests, datathons exhibits, models, performances and live curated displays with new technologies). Whatever the form, the emphasis will be on involving attendees in direct and engaging ways.

Eligible Costs: Methods North West (MethodsNW) will cover up to £2000 related to costs such as working remotely, training or web development, speakers’ costs (fees, travel and accommodation), catering, venue hire, stationery costs (flip charts, pens etc.), travel costs for NWSSDTP students and other registered PGR students from any of the member institutions, specialist equipment and/or software. 
Ineligible Costs: Administrative costs (It is expected that institutions will utilise their administrative staff support on a reciprocal basis or enlist the help of students for administrative tasks).
Post-event report: After any events run as part of the Methods Labs Grant, you must complete the MNW Post-Event Report. This details the programme, sign-ups, attendance and any feedback collected.

To apply please complete this form. You should receive a response within two weeks of your application. Enquiries should be directed to your institutional lead with “MethodsNW Methods Lab” in the subject line.
Administrative Section
To be completed by the Institute Lead or their delegates
	Initial Application date:
	

	Application Final Decision date:
	

	Application Final Decision:
	



I confirm that I have reviewed this form, and that this is the final version of the application. Once signed, this form should be dated, converted to a PDF, and stored in the MNW files.
Any changes to this application, especially the budget, must be dated, signed and filed in the same manner by the Institute Lead or their delegates. The previous version of the application should be renamed to include “ARCHIVED BY [date of new application]”.
Institute Lead Name
Institute Lead Signature



Methods Lab Application Content

Date and Time: 
If the exact date and time is not yet known, please give an indication of when the activities will take place (e.g. the month or the term).

Key Contact: 
This will normally be the lead applicant and organiser(s) of the project. This can be a PGR student or a member of academic staff. 
One of the criteria for assessing applications is that they are meaningfully inclusive of PGR students. 

Lead Institution: 
Although we aim to encourage collaboration between HEIs and with non-HEI partners, for administrative purposes one of the MethodsNW HEIs must be named as lead Institution.

Institutional Contact: 
For administrative purposes it is important that each MethodsNW funded project has a named member of academic staff in the lead institution willing to act as a contact.  Normally, if it a PGR student led initiative this will be the supervisor, or the institutional lead for MethodsNW in the lead institution:

Keele University: Santiago Amietta – S.Amietta@keele.ac.uk
University of Lancashire: Emily Cooper – ECooper2@uclan.ac.uk
University of Lancaster: Gary Potter – G.Potter2@lancaster.ac.uk
University of Liverpool: Michael Mair – Michael.Mair@liverpool.ac.uk
University of Manchester: Emma Banister – Emma.Banister@manchester.ac.uk


Any Collaborating Institutions: 
Projects need not be restricted to just one of the MethodsNW institutions. 

Brief Project description (max 200 words): 
What is the problem or methodological innovation your project will address?

Background and Rationale (max 200 words): 
Give a concise description of why this project should be considered for a Methods Lab. 

Budget breakdown:
Give a detailed breakdown of the budget, which could include venue hire, catering, speaker costs (fees, travel, accommodation), stationary costs, specialist equipment, travel costs for PGRs. The costs should be justified.
Costs will not be reimbursed if they are not part of the approved budget.
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